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in the Bodleian and the Reconverted Russian Princess. Mozley
in his Reminiscences makes some disobliging statements about
Routh which Mr. Middleton shows to be untrustworthy. His
own book is a little too hagiographical for my taste, and I am far
from convinced that the President was as saintly as he is painted
here. Thus there is no mention of Tuckwell's story that the
President's death was caused by chagrin at the fall, during the
Crimean War, of the Russian securities in which his fortune was
invested. He died intestate, as if he thought that Death had
forgotten him, and a nephew inherited the money that had been
destined to charitable and academic purposes. Pious, good-
natured, devoted to his College, a passionate collector of books
and the object of general veneration, Dr. Routh seems to have
enjoyed an uncommonly happy life. He showed signal kindness
to Newman, who wrote on the eve of his reception : " You are
the only person of station in Oxford who has shown me any
countenance in a long course of years.39 Mr. Middleton's book
contains the best of Burgon, and a lot more. Now that we have
scholarly lives of Routh and Porson, may we not look for
an equally enjoyable book on the exuberant, fustigating, trucu-
lent, polysyllabic, generous, eccentric and incomparably learned
Dr. Parr?

A.   E.   HOUSMAN*

MR. Laurence Housman explains in his preface to More Poems.,
by A. E. Housman that he was permitted, but not enjoined,
by his brother's will to publish " any poems which appear to
him to be completed and to be not inferior to the average of my
published poems." He has used^this permission liberally, and
printed forty-nine new poems. I think he was right to do so, for
they will certainly give great pleasure to many. Moreover, we
are glad of any scraps that fall from the desk of an important
poet: his failures can on occasion illuminate and help us to
appreciate his successes. And the opinion that Housman was
an important poet is widely held.
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